
BLACKS AND MULATTOES. 

AN ACT to replate Blacks and Malatto... 

SEC. 1. B. it tmaCUd by the Oown.cil and Hof./,M of 
~i1J(J8 of the Territo7"!J ~f /(YIJJ(I., That, fro'm CertIficate of 
and after the first day of April next, no black or freedom reqalr· 
mulatto person shall be permItted to settle or reside ed under .. al. 
in this Territory, unless he or she shall produce a 
fair certificate, from some court within the United 
States, of his or her actual freedom, which certificate 
shall be attested by the clerk of said court, and the 
seal thereof annexed thereto by the said court, and 
give bond, with good and sufficient security, to be BODd and ... 
approved of by the board of county commissioners carlty reqalr· 
of the proper county in which such person of color ed. and by 

'd bl h U' d S . wbom appro,,' may resl e, paya e to t e ntte tates, 10 the ed 
penal sum of five hundred dollars, conditioned that In 'wbat aum. 
such person shall not at any time become a char~e to CODdltloD. 
the said county in which the said bond shall be gIven, 
nor to any other county in this Territory, as also for 
such person's good behaviour, which bond shall be 
filed ID the clerk's office of the county where the 
same may be taken. And a conviction of such Forfeltare. 
negro or mulatto, of any crime or misdemeanor 
against the penal laws of this Territory, shall amount 
to a forfeiture of the condition of such bond. 

SEC. 2. 1£ any ner:ro or mulatto, coming into this On fallare to 
Territory as aforesaId, shall fail to comply with the com pI,. wltb 

• provisions of the first section of this act, it shall be tb~~ct, pro~ 
a!,d is hc:reby made the duty of the county commis-~:atlt~t.o e 
Sloners, 10 any county where such negro or mulatto 
may be found, to summon him, her, or them, to 
appear before some justice of the peace to show 
cause why he, she, or they shall not comply with 
the provisions of this act; which summons shall be 
issued by a justice of the peace, on the a{>plication 
of any county commissioner in this Territory, and 
shall be executed by the proper constable. And if FalUq to II". 
such negro or mulatto shall still fail to give the bODd. Depo or 
bond and security required by the first section of mulatto to b. 
h· f b' b h b f h" blredoat. t IS act, a ter elOg roug t e ore suc Justtce as 

aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the county com
missioners of such county to hire out such negro or 
mulatto, for six months, for the best price in cash 
that can be had. The proceeds arising from such Proceedaof 
hiring shall be paid into the county treasury oflthe blrlq, bow dlapoNd of. 
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proper county, for the use of such negro or mulatto, 
10 such manner as shall be directed by the board of 
county commissioners aforesaid. 

SEC. 3. Any sheriff, or jailer, who shall hereafter 
commit, or suffer to be committed, to prison, any 
negro or mulatto, without a lawful1nittimm, or be
ing otherwise authorized by law for that purpose, or 
under the provisions of this act, such person or per-
sons, so offending, shall pay a fine of not less than 
fifty, nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Penalty for SEC. 4. Should any person or persons knowingly 
biring,&:c., aDY engage, or hire, or harbor, such negro or mulatto, 
D~O ~efo~e hereafter coming, or being brQllght into this Terri
gI. ng OD. tory, without such colored person first complying 

with the provisions of this act, such person or per
sons, so offending, shall pay a fine of not less than 
five, nor more than one hundred dollars, to be re-

Ho .. reco .. er· covered by presentment or indictment. 
;!;yantlof SEC. 5. That the-right of anY'person or persons to 
tra .. eller. and pass through this Territory with his, her, or their 
.. llitors ex· 
empt. 
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negroes or mulattoes, servant or servants, when emi
grating or travelling to any other State, or Territory, 
or country, or on a visit, is hereby declared and 
secured. 

SEC. 6. That in case any person or persons, his or 
their agent or agents, claiming any black or mulatto 
person that now is or hereafter may be in this Ter
ritory, shall apply to any judge of the district court, 
or justice of the peace, and shall make satisfactory 
proof that such black or mulatto person or persons 
IS or are the property of him or her who applies, or 
for whom application is made. the said judge or justice 
is hereby empowered and required, by his precept, to 

Arrest by sber· direct the sheriff or constable to arrest such black 
1ft orcoDstable. or mulatto person or persons, and deliver the same to 

the claimant or claimants, his or their agent or agents. 
for which service the sheriff or constable shall receive 

CompeDutloD such compensation as they are entitled to receive in 
to officer. other cases for similar services. 
District attor· SEC. 7. That it shall be the duty of the district 
Deys to prose· attorneys, of the respective counties, to prosecute all 
cute. violations of this act, when thereunto required, and 
CompeDiatlou. they shall be entitled to the same compensation in 

the manner provided for in other cases of offence' 
against the laws of this Territory. 

ApPROVED, January 21, 1839. 
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